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Education Board Officials Sued Over Rejected Textbook
Associated Press 

A textbook author and two
Dallas high school students
sued several current and for-
mer members of the State
Board of Education Thursday,
claiming the officials violated
the First Amendment by
rejecting an environmental
science textbook in 2001. 

The class-action lawsuit,
filed in a federal court in
Dallas, argues that the board
members rejected the text-
book because they didn’t
agree with the author’s view-
points and wanted to suppress
them, which the plaintiffs say
was a violation of constitu-
tional free speech protections. 

At least one board member
dismissed the lawsuit as “friv-
olous” and “stupid” and said
the book, “Environmental
Science: Creating a Sustain-
able Future,” was rejected
because it contained factual
errors. 

The book’s author, Daniel
Chiras, a professor of envi-
ronmental science at several
colleges and universities in

Colorado, said his book con-
tained no errors and followed
curriculum. He said the book
is used by colleges such as
Baylor University, was rec-
ommended by the Texas’
Commissioner of Education
and received high marks from
the Science Teachers Asso-
ciation of Texas. 

Chiras argues that board
members rejected the book
solely because of protests by
conservative groups that
labeled it anti-Christian, anti-
free enterprise and anti-
American. Chiras denied the
claims. He said that while the
book does argue that America
is not on a sustainable envi-
ronmental course, it provides
a healthy debate on issues
from real estate development
to nuclear energy. 

“This is really a progres-
sive book, not a subversive
book as people would
have you believe,” Chiras
said at a news conference. “It
is no more un-American than
when Congress or the state
legislature sits down to debate

an issue and discuss facts and
figures that put us in a bad
light. 

“We can’t reach a deep
understanding and solutions
by ducking the truth.”  Chiras
and his attorneys, with the
Washington D.C.-based pub-
lic interest law firm Trial
Lawyers for Public Justice,
say the case has far reaching
effects because Texas’ educa-
tion board serves as a “gate-
keeper” for textbook adop-
tion across the country. 

Texas is the nation’s sec-
ond largest buyer of text-
books, and books sold in the
state are often marketed by
publishers nationwide. 

“They really are setting the
tone for education across the
United States,” Chiras said.
“It’s getting out of control. I
feel like we need to reign
these people in and send a
strong message that they need
to stick to their mandate.” 

State law allows board
members to reject only books
that are poorly made, contain
factual errors or fail to follow



state curriculum. David
Bradley, one of the board
members being sued, said the
case has nothing to do with
free speech. 

He said the board rejected
the textbook because it was
filled with errors.

He remembers an aerial
photo of a housing develop-
ment that contained a caption
explaining how development
causes great harm to the
earth. He recalled another
example where a dam in Asia
was described as a destructive
development that destroys
vegetation and natural habitat. 

“They portrayed the
American economy in a nega-
tive light and I only saw
things as being in a positive
light,” said Bradley, a real

estate developer in Beaumont.
“This will never make it to
trial and the attorney general
will discredit their case, I'm
confident.” 

The lawsuit seeks a court
order declaring the rejection
of the book unconstitutional
and requiring the book be
added to the list of
state-approved texts. 

“We now determine text-
books by lawsuit?” Bradley
asked. “We have repre-senta-
tive government, or did they
just want the courts to pick
textbooks for classrooms?” 

Chiras also is suing several
board members individually
and seeking damages from
lost sales he says were caused
by their censorship. Julia
McLouth, 17, and Lillian

Pollak, 18, seniors at the
Talented and Gifted Magnet
High School in Dallas, said
they represent thousands of
Texas students who are
harmed by the board’s alleged
censorship of school books. 

“Students’ views are being
compromised by state offi-
cials and their biased
political, religious and eco-
nomic viewpoints,” Pollak
said. “Students should be able
to make their own choices.
The censorship of this book
doesn’t permit them to do
that.” 

Other board members
being sued are board Chair-
woman Geraldine Miller, Don
McLeroy, Cynthia Thornton
and former member Grace
Shore. 


