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Woman Honored With Trial Lawyer Award
By Theresa Merto

A local lawyer who wor-
ked on a $20 million settle-
ment on behalf of 30,000
Saipan garment workers has
been recognized as one of the
top trial lawyers of the year. 

Attorney Joyce C. H. Tang,
36, of the law firm Teker,
Civille, Torres and Tang, was
part of a team of seven attor-
neys who represented the
workers. 

The team of lawyers, six of
whom are from the mainland,
recently received the Trial
Lawyer of the Year Award
from the Trial Lawyers of
Public Justice Foundation, a
nonprofit foundation with
more than 3,000 members,
according to its Web site. The
team shared the award with
another group of lawyers who
worked on a separate public-
interest case. 

“The award is not as
important as the fact that we
were able to make these

changes in Saipan and help
these people,” said Tang, who
grew up on Guam and has
practiced law here for 10
years. 

The award is given annual-
ly to the trial lawyer or
lawyers who have made the
greatest contribution to the
public interest by trying or
settling a precedent-setting
case, according to a release
from the organization. It is the
nation’s single-most presti-
gious award for trial lawyers,
the release said. 

A $20 million settlement
was reached in April between
garment workers and U.S.
apparel manufacturers and
retailers over allegations of
sweatshop conditions in
Saipan. Tang said the lawsuit
was filed in 1999 and she
worked on the case for two-
and-a-half years with other
law firms. 

“I am Chinese, ... and a lot
of these garment workers are

Chinese women who come to
the mainland looking for the
American dream,” Tang said.
“What to do they find? They
find a prison. They become
indentured servants. This is
just not acceptable in this day
and age on U.S. soil.” 

As part of the settlement,
the federal court of the
Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands
ordered the implementation of
a model code of conduct and
a monitoring program to pre-
vent the recurrence of human
rights abuses. Three retired
judges are currently oversee-
ing the program. 

Tang said she did not
expect the award and was sur-
prised and honored. 

“It is really fulfilling to get
involved in a case like that,”
Tang said. “You help protect
people, change people's lives
and change the way these fac-
tories do business, and make
sure they follow the law.” 


