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By Larry Eichel   
Nine members of the now-

disbanded women’s gymnas-
tics team at West Chester
University filed a sex-dis-
crimination lawsuit against
the school yesterday in U.S.
District Court in Philadelphia.

The lawsuit seeks immedi-
ate reinstatement of the team.

In their complaint, the
women allege that the univer-
sity was in violation of Title
IX - the federal law that
requires increased opportuni-
ties for women in intercolle-
giate sports - even before it
eliminated gymnastics last
spring.

Leslie Brueckner, a staff
lawyer for Trial Lawyers for
Public Justice, a Washington
organization that represents
the gymnasts, said, “The uni-
versity made a conscious
decision to eliminate a thriv-
ing women’s team at a time
when the school was already

devoting more than its fair
share [of opportunities and
resources] to male students.”

In doing away with the
sport on April 28, West-
Chester officials cited a
$98,000 cut in the athletic
department budget, a cut that
also led to the elimination of
the men's lacrosse program.
(There was no men’s gymnas-
tics program.) At the same
time, the university estab-
lished a women’s golf team,
which officials said would
provide opportunities for
female athletes at far less
cost.

“When there’s not enough
money, you have to decide
what you’re not going to do
anymore,” West Chester ath-
letic director Edward Matej-
kovic said yesterday. “There
was no malicious intent.”

In determining whether a
university is in compliance
with Title IX, the courts use a

three-pronged test.   A school
must demonstrate “substantial
proportionality” between the
percentage of female under-
graduates and female athletes,
have a “history and continu-
ing practice” of adding
women’s sports, or be “fully
and effectively accommodat-
ing the athletic interests and
abilities” of female students.

In the lawsuit, the gymnasts
argue that West Chester vio-
lated all three standards.

They note, for instance, that
women make up 61 percent of
the student body but only 45
percent of the athletes, and
that the university had not
established any new squads
for women in the last 10
years, other than golf.

The university’s defense,
Matejkovic indicated, will
turn on the third standard.

“We believe that we are sat-
isfying the interests and abili-
ties of our students,” he said.
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“Are six or so women [gym-
nasts] a compelling interest
for a university to sponsor a
sport?”.  Brueckner said the
facts in this case are similar to
those in four other Title IX
lawsuits that her organization
has won, including one
against Brown University.

“This is a no-brainer,” she
said. “They have no chance.

We’re going to win.” As the
suit was being filed yesterday,
seven of the West Chester
gymnasts, all wearing purple-
and-gold team T-shirts, partic-
ipated in a news conference at
the federal courthouse. One of
them, Jessica Deutsch, said, 

“I would do anything for
just one more chance to con-
tinue my gymnastics career.”   

None of the gymnasts lost
an athletic scholarship as a
result of the cutback; as a
Division II school, West
Chester does not offer athletic
scholarships [sic].
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